
          Preschool  |  Communication and Language Development | Lesson 4 |  Learn  

 
This document was prepared by The Ohio State University for the Department of Defense's Office of Family Policy/Children and Youth and the US Department of Agriculture's  

National Institute of Food & Agriculture.  © 2014  The Ohio State University.  All rights reserved.  Terms of use for this document are located at http://virtuallabschool.org/legal.  

1 

 

Strategies for Promoting Communication  
 

 

Modeling

--When a child communicates 
nonverbally, say what he/she would 
have said  

Expanding 

--If the child makes a sound or 
says one word or a few words, 
expand these into longer 
phrases or sentences slightly 
more complex than what the 
child said 

Labeling  

--As children are engaged in 
experiences, talk about and 
describe what they are doing 

Asking Questions

--Use open-ended questions 
relevant to children's experiences 

Listening Before 
Responding

--After asking a question or 
making a comment, wait 
for a child to communicate, 
listen to what they have to 
say, and then respond  
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