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 Area Consideration 

□ Face Coverings 

Follow the Sarasota County Emergency Policy regarding Face Coverings. Subject to the exceptions listed in the Policy, 

all individuals, including students, employees, visitors, and vendors, must wear an approved face covering that covers 

both the nose and mouth at all times while at or inside any building, facility, or bus or other vehicle owned, leased, or 

operated by the School Board. 

□ 
Soft Toys, Rugs, 

etc. 

Remove all extra rugs, soft toys, dress up clothing and items that need to be laundered. Bring personal items home for 

storage and/or work with the administrative team to see if these may be stored on site for later use. Find alternatives to 

the use of shared sensory/water tables (i.e. Reconsider for individual use and/or limit student use to until these materials 

may be removed/cleaned/sanitized). 

□ 
Other Toys, 

Classroom 

Materials 

Toys, materials and other items that may not be cleaned/sanitized should be removed or in some instances, individually 

assigned and stored (i.e. playdough).  

□ 
Store and Use of 

Other Toys, 

Classroom 

Materials 

Store items in a way that provides adequate access to number and variety and allows for choice, but also in a manner 

that does not require constant cleaning throughout the day by storing toys/materials that might not currently be being 

used. Rotate these items throughout the week. Toys and materials that may not be cleaned, should not be used. If 

toys/materials are contaminated through body fluids/secretions, consider setting aside by someone wearing gloves to 

be cleaned later, possibly designating a “To Be Cleaned” area or bin. 

□ Supplies/Devices 

Ensure students may use their own supplies for projects (e.g. crayons, pencils, art supplies, manipulative learning 

materials, fine motor materials) and keep separated with student name. Consider ways to clean and sanitize computer 

or other devices between each individual student use. 

□ Books/Papers 

Although books and papers may have not been identified as “high risk” – these materials may be also susceptible to 

body secretions and may need to be monitored and wiped down frequently. Consider allowing students to use board 

books (as available) and wipe down after use. If allowing students to select paper-based materials, create a space 

where these may be set aside for cleaning/sanitizing between student use. 

□ 
Furniture and 

Room 

Arrangement 

Create additional space in the classroom by removing furniture that may not be needed. Space seating and tables at 

least 6 feet apart when possible. Provide physical guides such as tape, cones, yarn or other signs to indicate where to 

position students for line up. When possible, create physical barriers with furniture to keep students divided into smaller 

groups (i.e. shelves or kitchen area furniture). Teach students (as possible) how to create their own space. Any surfaces 

that meet a student’s mouth or body fluids should be cleaned and disinfected immediately. 

□ 
Clean and 

Sanitize Surfaces 

ESE PreK Teachers and Paraprofessionals should clean and disinfect any surfaces that meet a student’s mouth or have 

body fluids/secretions on them immediately. Staff should wear gloves in these instances. 

□ 
Bathroom/Potty 

Training 

Bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected daily following the District’s Return to School Guidelines. As applicable, 

consider limiting Potty Seats for individual use (as possible) and wiped after usage. Consider an ongoing monitoring 

system and plan for quick clean up to remove any body fluids/secretions.  

□ Diaper Changes 

Follow CDC guidance for Diapering for Child Care Settings: 

When diapering a child, wash your hands and wash the child’s hands before you begin, and wear gloves. Follow safe 

diaper changing procedures. Procedures should be posted in all diaper changing areas.  

Steps include: 

•Prepare (includes putting on gloves) 

•Clean the child 

•Remove trash (soiled diaper and wipes) 

•Replace diaper 

•Wash child’s hands 

•Clean up diapering station 

•Wash hands 

Planning Considerations for ESE PK Programming:  

Enhanced Health & Safety Measures due to COVID 19 
 Please refer to the Sarasota County School District Return to School Plan and work with the Site-

based Administrative Team in reviewing this document. Please note that the information below 

is intended as a resource to consider when planning at the school site. Each classroom teacher 

must adhere to district and school-based guidelines in following health and safety protocols. 

YOU make a DIFFERENCE!  

Thank you for your work in service of Sarasota County’s youngest students and families. 
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After diapering, wash your hands (even if you were wearing gloves) and disinfect the diapering area with a sanitizing or 

disinfecting solution. If the surface is dirty, it should be cleaned with detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection. 

□ 
Nap mats/Rest 

time 

Mats and related bedding should be labeled and stored for individual use. Consider storing in labeled bins, cubbies of 

bags. Mats should be wiped and sanitized every time before and after use. Space out the rest areas at least six feet 

apart and with a head-to-toe placement. 

□ 
Class Transitions 

from Classroom 

to Other Areas 

Limit the number of transitions to other areas of the school site and/or reducing the number of students transitioning at a 

time, utilizing paraprofessional support to reduce numbers. The use of a “knotted rope” or other long cord with six-foot 

indicators may also help in maintaining a social distancing space of six feet during transitions. Wash/Sanitize all hands 

between each transition from one area to another. 

□ 
Whole Group 

and Small Group 

Activities 

Limit the number of students joining any given group at any time and keeping the groupings consistent throughout the 

day. Utilization of Paraprofessional Support may help to reduce the overall size of the groups. Being creative in “Circle 

Time” placements and altering typical seating arrangement may help to increase spacing between students. 

□ Playground Follow District Return to School Plan and Site-based guidance regarding playground equipment use. 

□ Lunch 

Adhere to the following:  

• Wear gloves when handling food – Be sure to change gloves when touching food touched by a student.  

• Use outdoor spaces when possible for eating. 

• Wash hands frequently as well as before and after eating. 

• Maintain distance and groupings when eating meals. 

• Clean/Sanitize tables before and after each meal.  

• Maintain social distancing when transitioning and disposing of trash. 

• Avoid staff/students touching the trash can.  

□ Snack 

Follow the same considerations as for lunch meals. Consider how to properly store, clean, sanitize, and distribute 

donated store-bought snack items from home, and as allowed by the school site (i.e. Use gloves when opening a 

container for birthday cupcakes, change gloves when removing the cupcakes from the package). 

□ Home-School 
Consider the possibility of limiting the items brought from home, including backpacks and soft toys such as stuffed 

animals. Emphasize the importance of having a change of clothes at school. 

□ 
Transportation to 

and from School 

Buses/Parent 

Drop Off/Pick Up 

Follow Sarasota District and Site-based guidance for Parent Pick Up and Drop Off. When transporting students to and 

from buses, designate a staff member to pick up student from these areas and have all wash hands upon the return to 

the classroom. 

□ 
Social Distancing 

Strategies 

Think about alternative seating and grouping arrangements, possibly assigning students to the same group throughout 

the day and the same staff member. If new adults enter the room, ensure that they wash hands upon entering and 

maintain social distance, perhaps in a specified area of the room. Keep students in smaller groups than ten wherever 

possible, including during times such as “Circle Time,” utilizing Paraprofessional Support to assist with smaller group size 

throughout the day. 

□ Visuals 

Continue the use of visuals for all areas of the classroom and incorporate additional visuals to include health and 

safety, such as handwashing and masks, with step by step directions. Include the family on home practice with “Social 

Stories” and other “at home” ideas (i.e. hand washing visuals for use at home). 

□ Reminders 

Please work with your school site’s Administrative Team in reviewing the Sarasota County Return to School Plan and 

Specific Site-based guidance. Consider how to integrate the above considerations and health and safety routines into 

learning experiences (e.g. teaching how to wipe, self-care, assist with housekeeping as a part of daily classroom 

assigned helper roles, use of visual schedules with pictures and words stimulating early environmental literacy 

development, and focusing on the communication domain, establishing a routine of understanding vocabulary and 

associated actions). 

 

References: 

• The Technical Assistance and Training System (TATS) is a statewide project which supports programs serving 

prekindergarten children with disabilities by providing technical assistance and training. This support promotes high 

quality programs leading to positive outcomes for children and their families. The TATS website has information to 

support Administrators of the Pre-K ESE programs, ESE Liaisons, teachers and families.  https://tats.ucf.edu/links-to-

topics-pages-of-resources-resources-information/  Check out the new COVID section to include resources for 

teachers who are providing In Person Instruction and additions to our Virtual Instruction section. There is also a Q & A 

to support Administrators and Classroom staff.  

• Supplemental Guidance for Child Care Programs that Remain Open: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html#SocialDistancing 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftats.ucf.edu%2Flinks-to-topics-pages-of-resources-resources-information%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Cardenas%40sarasotacountyschools.net%7C9ec8365a56c14c5d7ee808d837c736ed%7Cb771da13d31d47459da63a1cc87452d1%7C0%7C0%7C637320676061978135&sdata=U7DbPf07AnT5mEN9%2FOeABSCVlzVqmASS6N%2BA%2FUcYff4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftats.ucf.edu%2Flinks-to-topics-pages-of-resources-resources-information%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Cardenas%40sarasotacountyschools.net%7C9ec8365a56c14c5d7ee808d837c736ed%7Cb771da13d31d47459da63a1cc87452d1%7C0%7C0%7C637320676061978135&sdata=U7DbPf07AnT5mEN9%2FOeABSCVlzVqmASS6N%2BA%2FUcYff4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html#SocialDistancing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html#SocialDistancing

